
She was born in Alabama.

She moves to Birmingham with her mother and sisters, the three of them were successful in the building 
industry.

After her experience as a business woman in the building industry, she moves to California, she buys a ranch 
and where she works on livestock and wine business.

She comes back to Birmingham to look after her aunt who was ill. Her aunt kept 17 heavy wooden logs in her 
room, when she dies, they discovered that  there were jewels and gold inside the logs. This surprise and the 
family business career leaves Mary in an 
outstanding economic situation.

In New York, Mary sees  how the tram driver 
has to get off the tram to wipe  the water and 
snow off the windscreen with a cloth. She 
realizes they need something faster to do 
this and she thinks of  a sheet of  cork to  
wipe the  windscreen which can be turned 
on from the inside.

Without listening to the people who say it 
would distract the drivers, she tries it and 
she register her new invention: the 
windscreen wiper.

Henry Ford installs windcreen wipers in 
all the  models  that come out of his 
factory. The first model to have it was the 
Ford T. The windscreen wiper is widely used in 
the car industry.

The windscreen wiper is installed in all cars.

Mary Anderson dies in Alabama.

Research on women inventors  have revealed the 
history of the entrepreneur who invented the 
windscreen wiper device,  essential in the making of 
cars today.

This is Mary Anderson's cronology:
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Name: Group:

The life of an inventor: Mary Anderson
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1 WE ARE CURIOUS

1. Who was Henry Ford? What is  Ford T?   

2. Nowadays, there are new trams in some cities. Many trams had already disappeared. 
Why do you think they are back in the cities?

3. Make a short list of some of the inventions discovered by women.

The life of an inventor: Mary Anderson

4. Show how car security measures have changed in your
area in the past few years: seat belts, children car seats… 
Make a list of the changes.
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Alejandro Finisterre,  an intellectually restless,
creative and enterprising man, the inventor of the
table football among other things.

The table football

Alejandro Campos Ramírez, nicknamed Alejandro Finisterre, was born in 1919 in Fisterra, Galicia and died in 2007 
when he was 87 years old.

His parents business failed and they could not afford Alejandro´s studies in Madrid. He was then fifteen years old.  
Alejandro paid for his room and board and studies teaching private lessons to  preschool students.
He was also a builder worker, a printing apprentice and a tap dancer in the Celia Gámez company.

The wounds he suffered during in a bomb attack in the Civil War, he was wounded so they took him to Montserrat 
Hospital in Barcelona and later to the Colonies Puig, where lots of children took care of his wounds. During his time 
in hospital he fell in love with a beautiful pianist, and he designed the first pedal  page turner to read music sheets 
for her. This is probably the first invention he registered. During his time in hospital he saw how much the children 
wanted to play football.

With the help of Francisco Javier Altuna, a basque carpenter and  looking at a table tennis, he invented the table 
football. He registered it in 1937.
He could not industrialize his invention because toy factories were busy making weapons.

When the Civil War was over in Spain, Alejandro Finisterre  fled to France walking across the Pyrenees. On his way,  
he lost the papers of the table football patent.

The french exile ended in 1948, at the same time that he got a lot of money thanks to the patent of the pedal page 
turner he had previosly invented. He went  to the capital of Ecuador where he 
started his editorial adventure, editing a literature magazine.

In 1952, he  went to Guatemala where he improved his 
table football. The new table football was made of  
swedish iron bars and better wooden quality. The 
businees succeded and they made money.

 He had to exile again because of another coup 
d' etat, this time, from Guatemala to Mexico 
where he worked as an editor thanks to his 
friendship with many exiled spanish writers living 
in Mexico, specially with León Felipe.

It returned to Spain after the Francoism and the last 
years resided in Zamora. 

Despite living many years off his land, he never lost the Galician 
accent.

Name: Group:
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